CONNECTING WITH DIVERSE GROUPS OF PEOPLE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL

October 2025
Today’s world has been so tainted with terrorism, scams, fraud, and discontent, that in our communities, we see the poor, the homeless, the hungry and refugees as dangerous threats, and distrust people whose language and culture are different from our own. As such, instead of sharing the love of Christ in power of the Holy Spirit with them, we have sought to protect ourselves by building boundaries and barriers on the basis of economic and social differences, denomination and educational background. 
Yet, the most important call that Christ gave us, was to draw people from all walks of life into His presence! We are His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20), so we must be willing to go beyond our own needs, comforts, and ideas to reach out to others wherever the Holy Spirit leads us, to draw men and women to Him.
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, that is when we allow the Holy Spirit to lead and direct our lives, the Spirit gives us the power and ability to witness, and teaches us what to say.  He gives power to our words so they actually have the effect He desires, and He convicts the people we are speaking to of their guilt and need for a Saviour. 

As we go through this month’s study, we need to commit ourselves to Christ so that we will be empowered by the Holy Spirit, and then go tell people of all walks of life how they can begin a relationship with God through Christ Jesus.
Evening Online Bible Studies
Every Sunday evening at 7pm GMT, an online bible study is held on the Zoom platform following this study outline.  If you miss the in-person Bible studies for any reason, you are welcome to join us online.  Just scan the QR Code below and you will be logged in to join us!
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Download Study Material
This study material can also be downloaded as a pdf file, on your device.  You can access a soft copy of the study material by scanning the QR code below.
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BLESSED IN ORDER TO BE A BLESSING
(Personal Study)
Ephesians 3:2-6
Introduction 
In today’s passage, Paul reveals that the mystery of God’s plan to bring salvation to the Gentiles was made known to him through divine revelation. It is striking that God chose Paul, a devout Jew, a former persecutor of Christians, and someone deeply familiar with Jewish law and prejudice against Gentiles to become the very messenger of salvation to them.
In Genesis 12:1-3, God promised to make Abraham into a great nation and declared that all nations would be blessed through him. The nation of Israel was blessed to be a blessing to all nations, yet the Israelites failed to fulfill this mandate, and instead withheld the knowledge of God from the world. Sadly, we often fall into the same pattern today.
This reminds us that we too need God’s grace to overcome selfishness, prejudice, and reluctance to suffer, so that we can be faithful conduits of the gospel. We are not only recipients of God’s grace but also channels of it: blessed in order to be a blessing.

Discussion Questions
Observation 
Read Ephesians 3:2-6
1. Which word is repeated three times in verses 3–6? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How was the mystery revealed to Paul? Verse 3
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the “mystery” that was hidden in past ages but has now been revealed? Verses 4-6
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What three groups of people are identified in verse 6? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Interpretation 
5. What was mysterious or strange about God’s plan of salvation from the perspective of the first century Jews? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Based on what you know from the Old Testament, what were some reasons the Jews would find it strange or mysterious that Gentiles could become “heirs together with Israel”?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Reflection / Application 

7. What impact would it have on your own life and on the lives of those around you if you fully embraced the truth that in Christ, no one is excluded? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. As you reflect on your background: your interests, experiences, and even the lifestyle from which God has rescued you—what groups of people do you sense God may be calling you to serve as His ambassador? What practical steps can you take to reach them? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


STUDY 1: BECOMING "ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN" TO WIN SOME TO CHRIST

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Introduction 

In Philippians 3:5, Paul describes himself as “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;”.  This demonstrates that he was deeply rooted in his Jewish identity and legalistic practice, and was proud of his Jewish heritage. For most Jews of his time, this strong sense of identity produced a pride that excluded non-Jews.  Yet somehow, as we will find in our study today, Paul had a dramatically different attitude to non-Jews.

Corinth was a city with diverse population and cultural influences, an environment in which Jews would be extra careful to avoid being influenced to conform to the influences around them.   This is not very different from the world we live in today, and so Paul’s approach to living out his faith in this environment is very relevant to us as we seek to live our lives in a manner that is pleasing to God.  

In this passage, Paul introduces the concept of being "all things to all men" as a way of reaching others with the Gospel:  As we study this passage today, we will discover whether this is a form of pretence or hypocrisy or whether it is something that all Christians are called to emulate. 



Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 in three versions including at least one paraphrase version

Observation 
1. In the passage what types or groups of people did Paul say he became like?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which of those groups of people was he actually a part of in reality?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why does Paul say he tries to be “all things to all men” (v. 23)?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Discussion Questions
Interpretation
4. From the passage, what do you think Paul means by “becoming all things to all men”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the difference between pretence/hypocrisy and “becoming all things to all men”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection / Application 
6. Can we adapt our behaviour and customs to accommodate people with different culture or beliefs to enable us share the gospel with them, whilst remaining faithful to who we are and what we believe?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What types or groups of people do we need to “become like” in order to build bridges that will allow us to share the gospel with them?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Is there something that is stopping you from “being all things to all men”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



STUDY 2: WHAT KEEP US FROM ACCEPTING OTHERS?
ACTS 9:26-28

Introduction 
There are many things that stop us relating to other people – including fear, prejudice, and pride. In our passage today, we see the reaction of the early Christians to Saul, when he came to Jerusalem after his encounter on the road to Damascus. We also see how one of the disciples, overcame his own fear of the reputation of Saul as a persecutor of Christians, to come close to Saul.  In our study today, we will reflect on this display of hospitality, in spite of the real risk involved, and see how it impacts on our own attitudes towards others.  We will also examine our tendency to judge others in the light of the call on us to be welcoming and hospitable.

Read Acts 9:26-28 in three Bible versions.
Observation 
1. What did Saul (Paul) do upon is arriving in Jerusalem (Verse 26)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was the reaction of the disciples, and why (Verse 26)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did the apostles react to Barnabas's introduction of Saul (Verse 27-28)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions
Interpretation
4. Why did Barnabas take the initiative to approach Saul and vouch for him? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Barnabas's action reveal about his character and his understanding of the gospel? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection /Application

6. What are the barriers, fears or misunderstandings that keep us from accepting others, and how do we overcome them?  Would ignoring genuine fears not put us at risk? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. In what ways can we also be “the Barnabas” that helps to overcome the suspicions that hamper our fellowship?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


STUDY 3: STARTING POINT: WHERE AND HOW TO START SHARING THE GOSPEL
Mark 5:18-20

Introduction 

In 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, we learnt how the apostle Paul was willing to sacrifice his freedom to connect and share the Gospel with diverse groups of people.  We also saw how in Acts 9:26-28, Barnabas took the initiative that brought Paul into the fellowship of believers, and helped usher in his powerful ministry.  In our study today, we will seek to understand what we also need to do to get our own ministry of the gospel started.
 

Read Mark 5:18-20 in three Bible versions.

Observation 
1. What request did the man make to Jesus after being freed from demons (verse 18)? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What response and instruction did Jesus give to him (verse 19)?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did the man respond to the instruction of Jesus, and what was the result (verse 20)?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Discussion Questions
Interpretation
4. The demon possessed man had little or no knowledge of scripture or of principles of the kingdom. What message did he have to “tell his own people”? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection / Application 
5. From this passage, what qualifies a person to share the gospel of Christ with others?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
6. Are you qualified to share the gospel to your family, your friends and other people who know you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
7. What guidelines can we get from 1 Peter 3:15 on how to “witness” or share our faith?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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